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Principal’s Pen—A note from Kaylene....
Kia ora e te whānau
This is the final newsletter for Term 1, so many of the dates below are a heads up for the first few weeks of Term 2. We have
had a smooth term here at school and we really appreciate the support you have all given us in our work.
Whakapapa Mapping—Where are we from?
In our last newsletter, I mentioned the importance of Whakapapa (ancestory) to help us understand our family stories and hold
a strong sense of identity. We have now got our map ready in the foyer for us to place evey whānau and staff member’s plaque
on. We invite each family to come and decorate your own plaques for our map. You will need to come into school to do this,
and we hope to have the whole school represented on our map by the end of next term.
On the small wooden plaque we ask that you include your whānau name, iwi or ancestral link if you have one and any
decorative items that are important to you. This will then be linked to the place you come from on the map. Our map will
mainly focus on NZ (with ancestory noted on the plaque), but those who have moved from overseas recently will be able show
their link to other areas of the world as well.
We have pens in a range of colours available for decoration and the staff examples will be able to help you decide what to put
on it. We have a station set up in the Library and Gregory Stanton will be there before school each day on the first week of
term to help anyone getting ideas rolling. It would be great if you can make it a family activity with parents and children
completing this together. Obviously we need to do this over a number of weeks as we won’t fit everyone in the Library all at
once, so don’t feel you have to rush in. If before school doesn’t suit you, you could come at a different time and collect your
children from class to complete the activity with you—just as long as you sign in at the office first! If you are unable to get into
school, we will have the station set up when you come in for Learning Conversation later in the term! Please think about when
you might be able to fit this whānau activity in over the next 12 weeks. When the youngest child of a family leaves our school,
they will take the plaque with them.
Carpark, parking and road safety
Many of you will be aware of the tragic event of a child’s death after being hit by a car in an Auckland school carpark last
month. Our thoughts have been with the community of Pigeon Mountain Primary School. It is a timely reminder for us to take
care around our carpark. In the past, we have had it closed for vehicles before and after school, however it now has a disability
carpark and it is therefore open for the use of this. All other vehicles should avoid using the carpark. If you have a disability
permit, please familiarise yourself with the rules of it’s use—it is not to be used unless the permit holder is getting out of the
vehicle. There should be no reversing in our carpark at pick up and drop off. If you do not have a disability permit, please drop
your child off along the road, avoiding parking illegally on yellow lines. Children should not be walking through the carpark to
the crossing—please talk to your child about taking the path between the hall and netball courts.
We also have a number of parents crossing the road without using the crossing. Even if you don’t have your children with you,
please use the crossing while the road patrollers are on duty. This is about safety and being a good role model for children
watching you!
Best wishes to Kelsey!
Kelsey Adin, one of our part-time teachers, is due to have her second baby early in the new term. We can’t wait to meet her
new baby and wish her all the best!
Thanks everyone for a great term—I hope you have a great couple of weeks ahead. Please ensure you check out all the
information on the second page of this newsletter—there are lots of things we need you to know about!!
Kaylene

Key Dates
16 April

Last day of Term 1—3pm finish (no assembly)

19 May

STEM Challenge (some Y5/6 students)

3 May

Term 2 starts—mihi whakatau for new families 9.10am

21 May

Expressions Trip 2

16 May

Interschool Cross Country

18 May

Board of Trustees Meeting—6.30pm Staffroom

24 May

Expressions Trip 3

19 May

Expression Trip 1

26 May

Junior Tough Guy/Gal (Pinehaven Pacers)

School News
Interschool Cross Country
A reminder that the Interschool Cross Country will be held at Harcourt Park
on Sunday 16 May (end of the second week of the term). The event is open
to all children who wish to participate. We strongly encourage anyone who
came in the top 10 in our school cross county event to participate in this
event. If your child would like to participate please email Rebekah Simpson
by the first Friday of Term 2, the 7th of May. Rebekah will need your child’s
name, year group and room number. Any questions, please email Rebekah
Simpson—rebekah@pinehaven.school.nz
Give us your feedback!
As we draw to the end of a rather busy term, the Leadership Team would
love to gather some feedback from our whānau. The learning focus in
classrooms throughout the school this term has been developing an
understanding of a learning community and the Māori Creation Story.
Classes have learnt about the Māori Atua and their attributes. This learning
has been integrated throughout all curriculum areas and will come to
fruition later in the year with a creation of an Atua garden behind Rooms 68. In addition, classes have established reading, writing and maths gorups
that support the delivery of core curriculum. The Year 5/6 students have
been preparing for Camp and across the school we have established buddy
class programmes. We would love to hear of all the feedback that has been
coming home from school with your child - they are our greatest critics and
supporters! Here are some possible questions to ponder, you may have
other things you want to share with us.
Has the learning been enjoyable for your child this term?
Has it opened up opportunities for discussions about learning at home?
From a parent's point of view, has the learning hit the mark for your child?
Is there anything we could do differently?
If you wish to share your thoughts, feel free to e-mail Gregory Stanton
gregory@pinehaven.school.nz
No Boundaries Eggs
With the support of Jason and Sarah van Dyk at No Boundary Eggs, we are
selling free range eggs for $8.00 a dozen. A percentage of sales are donated
to the school. Orders are to be emailed to the office by 1pm Tuesdays for
collection from the office on Thursday afternoon. Please make sure payment
is made at the time of ordering, directly to: No Boundaries Eggs
Acc: 38 9017 0071842 00 Reference: Pinehaven / Code: Customer Name
Entertainment Books
Pinehaven School are selling Entertainment Books again this year. Please
click on the ‘join’ button, in email containing the link to this newletter, to
follow the link to purchase one of these in time for the school holidays! Our
school receives 20% of the purchase price for every membership purchased.

Introducing The Team!
Rebekah Simpson—Classroom Teacher—Te Mātai (R8)
Rebekah started her teaching
career with us at the beginning
of 2019. As well as classroom
teaching, Rebekah coordinates
the interschool sports events
here at school (while other
teachers organise events,
Rebekah has oversight of all
things sport).
Jim Bashaw—Classroom Teacher Te Roto (R9)
Jim is one of the longest
serving staff members at our
school. He has taught across
Years 3-6. Jim is a member of
our Leadership Team,
currently leading our
Connections Curriculum Team.
This team focuses on
community connections,
hauora, etc.

Kate Beaumont-Yee—Classroom Teacher Te Roto (R10)
Kate has been associated with our
school since Ted (her eldest child)
started school in 2011. She started
teaching here in 2015 and has
taught across most of the year
levels. Kate is the teacher who has
oversight for our EnviroSchools
work and is also responsible for the
amazing murals around the school.

Thanks!
Thanks to all parents who purchased sausages and burgers
for their children last week. We raised $710! A HUGE
thanks to Taukiri & Katie who helped with all the cooking
and cleaning up afterwards—you two were amazing!
Thanks also the amazing staff team who organised the
ordering, supplies, and helped with cooking/cleaning.

