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Principal’s Pen—A note from Kaylene....
Kia ora e te whānau
Staff Changes
It’s been great to welcome Kerry Labett (R7), Callum Nicol (R6) and Jean Don (R2) to our staff this year. Look out for the staff
profile section in our newsletter to help you get to know our team. Just a reminder that I am at the
Ministry of Education on a Tuesday and Wednesday this term, working on a part-time secondment in the
Curriculum Futures Team at National Office. Rachel Johnston will be Acting Principal in my absence.
Adrian’s Chair
Many of you will have noticed the beautiful chair sitting in the Butterfly Garden behind Rooms 6-8. The
chair is in memory of Adrian Tawhiwhirangi (Penny Jones’ late husband, dad to Ethan & Riley). He
passed away in 2018 and the chair was installed late last year. Adrian was an incredibly positive
member of our community who would love that the chair is in a place where people can relax and enjoy
the afternoon sun, and in particular, a quiet place for children to utilise. Adrian was well loved by many
of our school community and it’s privilege for us to be the place where his family has chosen to honour
him with a dedicated chair. The teaching staff took some time to reflect and enjoy the garden!
Strategic Goals
Following our 2020 Community Consultation, the Board refined our 3 strategic goals. These goals span 3-5 years and each year,
are unpacked into an annual plan with strategic actions. This plan all gets sent to the Ministry of Education at the beginning of
March and will also be made available to our community. In the meantime, an overview is provided in the table below.
Strategic Goal:

Key aspects/actions:

Grow our capability as 

learners

Deepen the learning

Expand and
strengthen
connections

Ensure clear goal setting for learners.
Build on students strengths and interests.
Strenghtened processes for professional growth, coaching and problem solving throughout the staff,
progressing towards a ‘culture of coaching’.



Take authentic actions as a result of learning.



Implementation of Deep Learnning programmes (NPDL).



Local curriculum updated.



Strengthen learning partnerships with whānau.



Utilise local environement for learnning.



Maximise the use of experts to support learning programmes.

Activity Fees and Donations
Unfortunately as a decile 10 school, we are not eligible for the additional Government funding available to decile 1-8 schools to
waive any school donations/activity fees. Therefore, we do rely on locally raised funds and parent donations, and we do need
to charge activity fees for trips that are additional to regular curriculum provision. This week you will receive electronic
statements outlining money due and the donations we rely upon. For those parents of children attending camp, this will also
include the camp donation deposit. Thank you to the parents who have already paid—we are very grateful for your support.
Have a great weekend ahead everyone!
Kaylene

Key Dates
15 February

Meet the Teacher—3.20-7pm (10 minute bookings)

19 February

School Assembly—2.25pm Hall

16 February

Meet the Teacher—3.20-5.30pm (10 minute bookings)

2 March

Interschool Netball Tournament (ppt 4th)

4-23 March

Bee Healthy Dental Van on site

Board of Trustees Meeting—6.30pm Staffroom

18 February

World of Waste Trip (Y4-6 Enviro Group students)

New Students...
A warm welcome to Jacob, Alyssa & Milo (R3), Carter & Bayden (R5),
Dehlia & Mark (R6), Benji (R2), Surya (R7), and Cassidy, Mikayla, Abigail,
Wolfe & Hakon (R1). It is lovely to have you and your families joining our
school!

School News
No Boundaries Eggs
With the support of Jason and Sarah van Dyk at No Boundary Eggs, we are
selling free range eggs for $8.00 a dozen. A percentage of sales are donated
to the school. Orders are to be emailed to the office by 1pm Tuesdays for
collection from the office on Thursday afternoon. Please make sure payment
is made at the time of ordering, directly to: No Boundaries Eggs
Acc: 38 9017 0071842 00 Reference: Pinehaven / Code: Customer Name
Sunhats
A reminder that during Term 1, children need a sunhat that protects their
face and neck from the sun. The images below can be used as a guide.
Suitable Hats:

Unsuitable hats (as well as beanies):
Before/After School Care Provision
The YMCA are our new provider for before and after school care. Both
programmes are underway and they have no wait list. For more
information, or to register your child, go to ycentral.nz or call 0800 YMCA4U.

Thank you!
 Active Chartered Accountants sponsored a new set of
netball uniforms and these arrived late last year. Huge
thanks to Erin & Joseph Howell for arranging this. We
now have our new uniforms for 2 teams.
 POSCA (our previous after school care provider) wound
up at the end of 2020. They have kindly donated their
residual funds to the school to use as a hardship fund.
This is availble to assist families who need it with costs
associated with camp, activity fees, Y6 dinner, etc. We
are very grateful for this assistance. If you require
financial support for school activities at any stage, please
email principal@pinehaven.school.nz
 We have managed to secure funding to facilitate Teddy’s
Classroom Support Programme for the entire 2021
school year. Elizabeth McKee and Teddy will work
together to provide this dog therapy programme for 1.5
days per week. Thanks to The Local (a community
church group), the generous donations from a number
of families and the Upper Hutt City Council for providing
funds to add to the funds already provided by the

Introducing The Team!
Kerry Labett
Kerry is new to Pinehaven this year. She
teaches in Room 7 and leads the
Korimako Hub.

Communication
Finding the right balance to meet the communication needs of 170 families
can be a challenge—there is always so much to communicate and we don’t
want to overwhelm people with information, but also need to make sure
you have what you need! Our main communication comes via this
newsletter or emails from the Office, however the best place to get ongoing
information and reminders is our closed (private) facebook page. Please
take some time to read our communication overview attached to this
newsletter. It includes details of how to access different forms of
communication.
Lunch Online
We have lunch deliveries available on Wednesdays (sushi) and Fridays (Pita
Pit). This is an ongoing fundraiser for the school and orders can be made via
lunchonline—www.lunchonline.co.nz

Callum Nicol
Callum is new to Pinehaven this year.
He teaches in Room 6.

Jean Don
Jean teaches in Room 2. She has
worked in our school since the
beginning of 2020.

